Welcome to Madrid

Asturian-born Gumersindo Gémez returned from Cuba in 1888 to live in Madrid, where he
invested the money he had earned. On May 15 that year he opened a coffee shop named
“Gran Café Gijon” in honour of his home town. Gumersindo could never have imagined that
his café, based in the Castellana area, would eventually be regarded as “the last literary café
in Madrid”.

Famous authors and intellectuals such as Canalejas, Ramon y Cajal, Pérez Galdos, Romero de
Torres, Ramon Maria del Valle Inclan, Cossio, Cafabate, Gerardo Diego, Torrente Ballester,
Sastre and Cela have all sat round tables here to discuss an endless range of topics.

The centennial Café Gijon has been mentioned in books, films on numerous occasions and
portrayed in paintings by prestigious artists, such as “Crénicas del Café Gijén” by Marino Gémez
Santos, “The Night | Arrived at the Café Gijon” by Francisco Umbral and “La Ronda del Gijén”, a
testimonial book of 17 characters related to Café Gijon collected by Marcos Ordofiez.

The establishment also has a terrace on Paseo de Recoletos.




Practical Information

Address

Paseo

de Recoletos, 21
28001

Telephone
(+34) 91 521 54 25

Web
http://www.cafegijon.com

Metro
Colon (L4)
Banco de Espafa (L2)

Cercanias (local train)
Madrid-Recoletos

Times
Horarios

Mon - Sun: 7am - 1lam

M

Tourist area
Paseo del Arte

Fax

Email
cafegijon@cafegijon.net

Bus
5, 14, 27, 37, 45, 53, 150, C03, N1, N4, N22,
N23, N24, N25, N26

BiciMAD bike-share scheme
Docking stations:

- Biblioteca Nacional (Paseo de Recoletos,
20)

- Prim (calle Prim, 2)

- Plaza de las Salesas, 7

Type
Cafés
Outdoor cafés

Official Toursim Website
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