Welcome to Madrid

The Telefonica Building was officially opened in 1930 as part of the project to build the Gran
Via; back then it was Europe's tallest building, standing nearly 90 metres high, and its
design was inspired by the skyscrapers of America.

It became the country's most important communications centre and a workplace for more than
1,800 employees, including the famous switchboard operators. The first transatlantic telephone call
in Spain was made from here, connecting King Alfonso XllI with United States president Calvin
Coolidge.

During the Spanish Civil War, the building's strategic position and impressive size made it both a
target for enemy bombs and an air-raid shelter for the people of Madrid. It was also a working base
for foreign correspondents covering the war, such as Ernest Hemingway and John Dos Passos,
who sent their reports from here.

Nowadays, the Telefénica Building is home to the Espacio Fundacién Telefénica, a centre for
cultural activity and debate, hosting exhibitions, workshops and meetings, especially events
focusing on cutting-edge art and technology.




Practical Information

Address Tourist area
Calle Sol / Gran Via
Gran Via, 28

28004

Telephone Fax

Website Email

https://bit.ly/33CLTXQ

Metro Bus

Gran Via (L1, L5) 001, 002, 1, 2, 3, 46, 74, 146, N16, N18,
Callao (L3, L5) N19, N20, N21

Cercanias (local train) BiciMAD bike-share scheme
Madrid-Sol Alquiler de bicis (BiciMAD)

Docking stations:
- Calle Desengaiio, 1

- Calle Tres Cruces, 7

Price Times
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M

Official Toursim Website

& | MADRID


https://bit.ly/33CLTXQ

