Welcome to Madrid

Originally the Dukes of Alba’s residence, the Buenavista Palace is a large building located
on an outcrop with gardens near the Plaza de Cibeles. It was built in 1767 on the royal estate
known as Altillo de Buenavista, purchased by the twelfth Duke of Alba in 1769.

It was the thirteenth Duchess of Alba who had the existing building knocked down and had the
architect Pedro de Arnal design the current palace — more sumptuous and fitting for the rank of the
Alba. The Arnal project, built in 1777, synthesises Italian and French designs, with an urban fagcade
facing the North.

Numerous works of art were housed in this palace, such as Venus at her mirror by Velazquez
(National Gallery of London) or The Alba Madonna by Raphael. At the time of Fernando VII, it was
wanted as the premises for the Royal Museum of Paintings (current Prado Museum), but in the
end, the army got it.

When the Alba title passed into the hands of the Berwick lineage, the Alba’s Madrid residence
moved to the Liria Palace and this building became the headquarters for the Ministry of War in
1847. Since then, it has undergone numerous renovations and extensions and become what it is
today: the General Headquarters of the Army.

Guided tours



Practical Information

Address
Plaza

de Cibeles, s/n
28014

Telephone

Website
https://www.ejercito.mde.es/palacio_buenavi
sta

Metro
Banco de Espafia (L2)

Cercanias (local train)
Madrid-Recoletos

Price

Type
Sights and monuments

Tourist area
Salesas

Fax

Email
palaciodebuenavista@mde.es (visitas
guiadas)

Bus

001, 1, 2,5, 9, 10, 14, 15, 20, 27, 34, 37, 45,
51, 52, 53, 74, 146, 150, 203, C03, E1, N1,
N2, N3, N4, N6, N7, N9, N10, N11, N12,
N15, N16, N17, N18, N19, N20, N21, N22,
N24, N26, N27

BiciMAD bike-share scheme
Alquiler de bicis (BiciMAD)

Docking stations:
- Banco de Espafia A (calle Alcala, 49)

- Plaza de Cibeles

Times
Changing of the guard:

Last Friday of every month: 11am (except
July, August and December).

Guided Visits:

Wednesday mornings, with prior reservation
via e-mail palaciodebuenavista@mde.es
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