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The monument to Cervantes was commissioned by King Alfonso Xlll in 1915, on the 300th
anniversary of the publication of the second part of Don Quixote. The main body of the
fountain was erected in the 1920’s, but the full monument was not completed until the
1960’s, when the sculptures of Aldonza and Dulcinea were added on the side.

This grandiose monument, located in the Plaza de Espafia, is structured into two main bodies that
culminate in a top piece. The figures of Don Quixote and his loyal squire, Sancho Panza, stand on
the central pedestal, inviting passers-by to stop and look at them as they walk past.

The contrast between imagination and reality is reflected in the two bronze figures which, unlike the
other stone sculpture, are made of bronze. Behind them, presiding over the group, is the figure of
Cervantes himself, holding a copy of Don Quixote. The sides are decorated with scenes from La
Gitanilla (right,) and Rinconete y Cortadillo (left). The rear section is presided over by a female
figure, symbolising Spanish literature. At her feet lies a fountain featuring the coats of arms of all
the Latin American countries, and in the top section we can see figures representing the five
continents, holding up a globe with an allegorical figure of Fame or Victory, which symbolises the
universal quality of Cervantes’ work.



https://www.esmadrid.com/en/tourist-information/plaza-de-espana

Practical Information

Address Tourist area
Plaza Sol / Gran Via
de Espafia, s/n

28008

Telephone Fax

Website Email

https://bit.ly/39D8icM

Metro Bus

Plaza de Espafia (L2, L3, L10) 001, 1, 2, 3, 25, 39, 44, 46, 62, 74, 75, 133,
138, 148, C1, C2, N16, N18, N19, N20, N21

Cercanias (local train) BiciMAD bike-share scheme
Alquiler de bicis (BiciMAD)

Docking station: Plaza de Espafia Ay B

(calle Princesa, 1)

Price Times

Free access.

Type
Sights and monuments
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